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Saved by a Fly
A Native American Story
Retold by
Feana Tu akot

One day, a giant moose came o drink at a river, He was very big and very thirsty. All day
long, he drank and be drank.

The other animals watched as the river started to empty, They were very worried.

“What shall we do?” moeaned Beaver. *If Moose drinks all the water | our bomes will be
ruined.”

“i°s OK for you,” burbled Salmon, “You can live on land if vou have to. Without the
river, 'l die”

“He's got to be stopped, “roared Buffalo. “Someone should scare him away,”

“Well don't look at me!™ growled Bear. " That moose s twice my size. One flick of his
antlers, and P'd be ofl to the moon,”

The others nodded sadly. Bear was right. They were all too scared to try and make Moose
leave.

“Letme try,” Buzzed Fly,

The animals look at Fly in surprise. Then they started to laugh,

“Ha, ha. How could you stop Moose? Look at the size of vou!” roared Buffalo.

“Just watch me try, > buzzed Fly.

Fly few onto Moose’s shoulder and bit him sharply, Moose flicked his enormous head,
but he kept on drinking.

Fi}é landed on Moose's back leg, biting hard. Moose stamped until the ground shook, but
he kept on drinking.

Fly moved to Moose's front leg and bit again. Moose was getting mad now. He splashed
his leg into the river to get rid of Fly, but he kept on drinking,

Poor Fly nearly drowned, but he was determined not 1o give up. He flew hard to dry out
his wiﬁm Then he stopped to get his breath back.

The other animals were worried. “Come back, Fly,” they called. We're sorry we made
fun of you! Stop %uit‘am you get hurt!”

But Fry didn’t listen. He made one last, angry attack. He zoomed around and around
Muoose's head, ?1&1% » and buzzing wadly. Moose shook his bead, stamped his feet, and splashed
m the water. But Fly kept on buzzing and biting,

Moose snorted and blew. He lifted his head and gave a mighty roar. But Fly kept on
buzzing and biting.

Fly was driving Moose crazy. Moose ran up and down the riverbank. He stomped and
roared, making the ground shake as if there were an earthquake. He rubbed himself against the
trees, then rolled in the water. But Fly kept on buzzing and biting,

At last, realizing that he was beaten, Moose left the river for good.

Thi anbmals were m:u* joyed,

Yo ve saved my Tl burbled Salmon

Fly smiled and buzzed tiredly. Well, that just proves you can do anything if vou try hard

eneugh!”

Taken from the Maryiand State Department of Education’s website
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THE TASK
Write a summary of this story. Use the sentence below to begin vour summary.
Write vour answer in the box.

One day, some apimals watched a big moose drink water from the viver
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THE TASK
Write a summary of this story. Use the sentence below to begin your summary. Write

your answer in the box.

One day, some animals watched a big moose drink water from the river

One day some animals watched a big moose drink water from the
river. He was drinking some much water the animals wanted to
get rid of him. But, everyone except fly was too scared. Finally
when fly kept biting and buzzing angrily the moose decided to
give up and leave, The animals were glad that moose left.

Fhn wiwhshop preserdations ard materisls from the US. Deparirment of Bducation Teacher-to-Teacher Sumwmar
Warkahops were developed by various indbidusls and are being proviged as Sustratbe wxarmplos of what might be useful
to benshuers. The Deparirnent is nof reaulring or seoouraging the yss of ary particulsr mathods or materials in the
sassroom, and the use of the metbods and materials in these seasions does ot constiete an endorserment by the (L35,
Dapariment of Bdusathn,
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SAMPLE 2

Write a sumimary of this story. Use the sentence below to begin yvour summary, Write
your answer in the box.

One day, some animals watched a big movse drink water from the river

One day some animals watched a big moose drink water from the
river, The moose was drinking all the water from the river and the
animals were to scared to make the moose go away so a fly came

along and try but the animals just laughed at him. The fly tried his
best and didn't give up and made the moose go away.

The workshop presentetions and metersls fror the LB, Department of BEdusation Tescherdo-Teacher Summer
Yeorbkshuops were duvelopsd by various indhddienls srad are belng provided as Hostrative sxampdes of what might b useful
o marhwrs, The Deparimesnd ls rol eetpuring o enmorsging e wse of sy peptioubsr methods o rmedarials in the
chasaroorm, and e s of the methods andd meterbabs I these sessions does not consilute an endlorservent by the US
Dswparirrarst of Bdbsoation
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SAMPLE 3
Write a summary of this story. Use the sentence below to begin vour summary, Write

vour answer in the box.

One day, some animals watched a big moose drink water from the river

One day some animals watched a big moose drink water from the
river. The animals were worried. At first they did not know what
to do then a fly came and said, T will try and get rid of him.” At
the end of the story the fly got so angry that be buzzed and he bite
all over the moose. | think the author was trying to say that no
muatter what people say do what you think s right. Try and try do
not give up. This reminded me of when I could not ride a bike
and | tried and kept trying. In the end [ knew how.

The workshop presentations and mpterals from the LLE Depariment of Edusetion Tescherto-Tescher Buraner
Whorkshops were devslopad by varous efividuals and e Dol provided g Bushrethes examples of what might be uselyl
ey wachers. The Deparbmaend i nok requirives or anoouraging the use of ey pediculer methods or materials In the
chaggeoors, and the bse of the medhods st matorias Iy these sessdns does red constitule so endorsement by e US,
Dwrpartment of Education,
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SAMPLE 4

Write a summunary of this story. Use the sentence below fo begin your summary. Write
your answer i the box.

One day, some antmals watched a big moose drink water from the river

One day some animals watched a big moose drink water from the
river. A salmon said, “he can’t Irve without the river.” So the
animals decided to scare the moose away and they were all scared
to scare the moose away. So a very brave fly came and said, “1
will scare the moose away.” The animals made fan of him. Next
the {ly went over to the moose and bit him on the leg it didn’t
work so be bit him on the head and continved and the moose left.

T workshop preserdations amd materdals fom the 1.8 Depariment of Education Teacherto-Teacher Surmmny
Workshops were developed by various indhidunals and are being provided as Bustistive searmples of what might be uselu
o teachers, The Deparbment be nod regeiiving or enooursging the use of any particoler methorls o mstetials In the
vlasarcom, and the s of the methods ared materials in s sessions does not sonstitude ah ereiorsemend by the 1.8,
Drpsartrogrd of Bdoontion,
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SAMPLE 5

Write a summary of this story. Use the sentence below to begin vour summary, Write
yvour answer m the box.

One day, some animals watched a big moose drink water from the river

One day some animals watched a big moose drink water from the
river. The other animals are worried they might not have water
but fly stops him by buzzing and bitteing so at the end moose
goes away $o evervone is happy and flv was the hero. The theme
was that moose was drnking all the water and the animals were
mad so fly goes and tries to get him out and | think the theme was
you can’t always stay there and wait let other people do it

The workshop presentations and materials from the LS. Depariment of Bducation Tescherto-Taanher Surmer
Weorkahops wors devadoped by varlous edividosts and are belng provided a3 Bustralive sxamples of what might bo useful
i achers, The Departrend s nof remulring o sncoureging the use of any perlinuler methods or materialy in the
vhassronrn, ared the wue of the methoos ared raterisb i Swse sessions dors ot constinde an endorsement by the LLS.
Dioparironnt of Edusation.
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SAMPLE 6

Write a surnmary of this story. Use the sentence below to begin vour summary. Write
your answer in the box.

One day, some animals watched a big moose drink water from the river

One day some animals watched a big moose drink water from the
river. They were all afraid of the moose. Salmon said he could die
without water. The hittle fly heard them and helped by biting and
buzzing the moose. Finally the moose left and all the animals
were overjoved. The theme of this story is no matter how small
vou are you can always help someone the way fly helped others.

The workshop presentetions and mstedals om the LLS. Departenent of Bducation Teacherdo- Teacher Sumpey
Workahops were developsd by various indbviduals and are being provided as Husiathes aaarples of what might be usedl
o machers, The Deparbmend s rod reculring oF encouraging e use of any parlicaiar methods or materish i the

sresvanns, sl the use of the msthods and materials in these sessions does not constifule an endorsement by the B,
Digpariment of Eduration

my B B



