
 
Course Follow-up Activities  

 
Feedback: A Powerful Tool for Raising Student Achievement in Mathematics and 
Science – Mary Doran Brown 
 
Note: It is recommended that participants in the video course complete follow-up activities to deepen their knowledge and 
skills.  When these activities are completed in accordance with local staff development guidelines, participants may be 
able to earn additional professional development credit.  Contact your local staff development office for determining how 
you might receive credit for completing the video program and additional credit for completing follow-up activities. 
 
Activity 1 Review Student Assessments 
Print the sample student assessments provided on this website for either mathematics or science. 
 Mathematics 

• Box on Shelf Proportion Sample 
• Chart Math Sample  
• Coordinate Grid Sample 
• Graphing Sample 
• Number Sentence Sample 
• Raffle Ticket Sample 

 Science 
• Candle and Jar Sample 
• Pencil and Mirror Sample 
• Snow Melting Sample 
• Watering Can Sample 
• Weight and Beaker Sample 

 
Pick two of the sample assessments and develop the list of descriptive feedback you would provide to a student 
that has scored at each level of the responses given.  Review your feedback statements and compare them to the 
definitions of descriptive feedback and evaluative feedback provided by Mary Doran Brown in the presentation.   
Submit this set of feedback statements along with your sample lessons you have chosen to complete. 
 
Activity 2 Plan a Lesson 
Select a mathematics or science lesson you have used or plan to use.  You may select one from your own 
resources or go to a website such as the MCREL Lesson Plan Site for Mathematics or Science to select an 
appropriate lesson.  There is a resource on this website – the Planning Board Form – that was presented by 
Mary Doran Brown.  We have created a fill in form for your convenience.  Use this form to outline your plans 
for implementing the lesson and include the following: 

• What do I want students to know and be able to do? 
 
 

• How will I know if students have learned the content? 
 
 

• What will I do if students do not learn the content? 
 

 

http://www.mcrel.org/lesson-plans/math/mathlessons.asp
http://www.mcrel.org/lesson-plans/science/sciencelessons.asp
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• What will I do if students already know the content? 
 
Develop a reflective log for recording your feedback to students during the lesson you developed in Activity 1. 
Note the following characteristics about your feedback. 
 

• Is it specific to the task? 
 
 
 
 

• Does it point the student to improvement? 
 
 
 
 

• Is it linked to formative assessments? 
 
 
 
Activity 3 Feedback to Students 
 
Use the PowerPoint presentation provided on this website.  Show the parts about the definitions of descriptive 
feedback and evaluative feedback to your peers as part of a study group.  The Descriptive Feedback Cards 
resource on this website may be downloaded and used during the video to follow along with the presentation. 
You should also use some sets of these cards with your peers to practice understanding the difference in the 
types of responses given. 
 
Use the sample assessments provided in the handouts or from the samples you can download from this website 
for mathematics or science and have your peers review them and discuss how they would provide descriptive 
feed back to the various students that may have taken the assessment item.  There are ranges of responses.  
 

• What types of responses would be best for each of the various levels of answers given in the assessment 
item? 

 
 

• Review the responses your peers develop and critique them for being descriptive or evaluative.  
Describe what you find. Are the responses more descriptive or evaluative? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 4 Explore and Share Resources 
Using one of the references from Mary Doran Brown’s PowerPoint presentation listed below, summarize at 
least 5 key points that would enhance your teaching.  Some of the links below take you to a study guide to help 
you formulate your thoughts as you read the specific book. Develop a handout to share these ideas with your 
colleagues. 
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http://www.dianelauer.com/Assesslearntool/blackbox.pdf#search='inside%20the%20black%20box:%20raising%20standards%20through%20classroom%20assessment'
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?userid=pv4smn5Bzq&isbn=1879639602&TXT=Y&itm=2
http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/template.ERROR/;jsessionid=C15DaDVUYd26L59XoPyGzLRm8yayc2vWXeHh2Ll8TPHmesc2uejK!-970267157
http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/template.ERROR/

