Fine Arts
The studies of art, color, music, and sound provide amazing opportunities for many struggling students and students with disabilities. Using inexpensive software a student can work with digital oils and water colors and experiment with new ideas without having to worry about mistakes. It is easy to record and master a complete audio CD, start a digital radio station, or become a podcast master. The possibilities are endless.
Technology Additions

There are a few technology additions you may want to consider adding to your classroom to support the creation of art and music using a computer.

Graphics Tablet . a graphics tablet provides a drawing style computer interface and is especially useful with natural media style software . http://www.wacom.com/index2.cfm  

Wide Screen Monitor . the more “real estate” your monitor has the easier it will be to work with, and large monitors are getting cheaper every day .

Small USB Keyboard . these keyboards plug into the computer and integrate well with various music and audio recording software . http://www.rolandus.com/products/productlist.aspx?ParentId=114  
Photography

Picasa (Win . Linux) . free image editing software that includes photo library management, slide show, email photos, and post to blogs . http://picasa.google.com/ 

iPhoto (Mac) . image editing and publishing software included on the Macintosh . create web pages, cards, calendars, and more . http://www.apple.com/ilife/iphoto/  

flickr . upload, organize, and share your photos with the world . images can also be posted to flickr by email . don’t forget to check out the flickr toys mentioned in the writing and publishing section . http://www.flickr.com  

Color

Color Wheel Color Calculator . free online tool for creating a variety of HTML, RGB, or CMYK color palettes . http://www.sessions.edu/career_center/design_tools/color_calculator/index.asp# 
What is Color . Pantone is the absolute color authority (with apologies to Crayola :) and this section of their website provides an overview of what color is . http://www.pantone.com/pages/pantone/Pantone.aspx?pg=19356&ca=29 
Painting & Drawing

Tux Paint (Win) . free paint software for children . http://www.tuxpaint.org/  

Sketch Studio (Win) . inexpensive “sketch and smudge” software emulation that includes drawing tutorials . great interface and works well with graphics tablets . http://www.drawinghand.com/Sketch/SketchStudio.php  

Art Rage (Win . Mac) . excellent free natural media painting software that includes various “paper” types . upgrade to the inexpensive full version for more tools . http://www.ambientdesign.com/artrage.html
3D Rendering

Cosmic Blobs . 3D rendering software for kids . http://www.cosmicblobs.com/  

Sketch Up . free 3D modeling software that targets architectural models . http://sketchup.google.com/  

Bryce . premiere software for designing virtual worlds and 3D landscapes . works well with mouse emulators . http://www.daz3d.com/i.x/software/bryce/  
Audio Editing

Audacity (Win . Mac) . free audio editing software . http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ 

Sound Forge Audio Studio (Win) . or WaveLabs Essentials (Win) . two full featured and inexpensive audio editing programs . they also come in professional versions . do a search at http://www.ccvsoftware.com 
Music Creation
NotePad (Win . Mac) . a free music notation program that supports the creation of complex musical arrangements that can be printed or played by the computer . http://www.finalemusic.com/notepad/  

GarageBand (Mac) . a great loop-based audio program that also includes the ability to record voice and other instruments as well as interfacing with a keyboard to control digital synthesizers, making it a full digital studio . comes on the Macintosh . http://www.apple.com/ilife/garageband/  

Super Duper Music Looper (Win) . an extremely inexpensive loop-based program with the friendliest interface on any music creation software . http://www.sonycreativesoftware.com/products/showproduct.asp?PID=535 
Acid (Win) . professional grade loop-based music creation software that comes in several versions, from free (AcidXpress) to the top Acid Pro (which works in stereo as well as surround sound) . includes extensive recording features in addition to the loops as well as the ability to control digital synthesizers with MIDI keyboards . http://www.sonycreativesoftware.com/products/acidfamily.asp  

Digital Audio Workstations (DAW)
Mixcraft (Win) . inexpensive multitrack audio recorder that includes loops . http://www.acoustica.com/mixcraft/  

Project 5 (Win) . multitrack recording environment with digital instruments and effects . http://www.project5.com/ 

Reason (Win . Mac) . extremely sophisticated digital workstation with emulations of mixers, synthesizers, effects units, and more . it does not include audio recording but what it does with synths is amazing . be sure to check out the educators’ resources . http://www.propellerheads.se/index.cfm  

Logic Express & Logic Pro (Mac) . high-end digital recording studios with multitrack recording, audio editing tools, digital synthesizers and effects . http://www.apple.com/logicexpress/  

Sonar Home Studio & Sonar Producer Edition (Win) . home and high-end digital recording studios with multitrack recording, audio editing tools, digital synthesizers and effects . http://www.cakewalk.com/Products/DAWs.asp  

Cubase SE & Cubase 4 (Win) . home and high-end digital recording studios with multitrack recording, audio editing tools, digital synthesizers and effects . http://www.steinberg.net/
