Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

UDL tools help teachers and students quickly adapt instructional media to match each student's needs. The flexibility of these tools gives all students multiple means of representation, expression, and engagement.
Resources

Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age . an online book on UDL by David Rose and Anne Meyer . http://www.cast.org/teachingeverystudent/ideas/tes/ 
UDL Toolkits . online resources from CAST, a primary research center on Universal Design for Learning . http://www.cast.org/teachingeverystudent/toolkits/ 
Using Flexible Technology to meet the needs of Diverse Students . an online knowledge brief on how some standard, readily available technologies can be used to tailor instruction to meet individual student needs . http://www.wested.org/cs/we/view/rs/763   

Digital Text

ReadingBar (Win) . adds text-to-speech to Internet Explorer so web pages can be read aloud and saved to audio . it also includes a magnification feature to enlarge text and graphics . http://www.readplease.com 
Natural Reader (Win) . a free text-to-speech utility that can be used with any text that can be selected, including web pages, word processors, and many Acrobat pdf files . http://www.naturalreaders.com  

GhostReader (Mac) . a free text-to-speech and text to audio tool . http://www.convenienceware.com/ghostreader.php  

TIP - Use “Speech” in the Mac OSX system preferences to read text aloud.
Memory Tools

Evernote (Win) . free information management software that includes customizable categories and search features . http://www.evernote.com/ 

NoteBook (Mac) . inexpensive information management software based on a notebook metaphor . http://www.circusponies.com/ 

OmniOutliner (MacX) . one of the best text-based outliners available . http://www.omnigroup.com/applications/omnioutliner/ 
Assignment Calculator (Internet) . students can input starting and ending dates for writing a paper and this tool will create a calendar of activities to help them stay on track . http://www.lib.umn.edu/help/calculator/ 

Graphics / Videos

Because of the popularity of online graphics and video, providing access to digital graphics and video tools can quickly infuse technology into the classroom. Teachers can give a classroom presentation and then have it saved to video and uploaded to the Internet in only a few minutes (flexibility in representation). Students can create video reports (flexibility in expression). And all students can choose a method of content engagement that best fits their individual needs.

Flip . an inexpensive video camera that is user friendly and includes built-in software to email videos or publish them online to YouTube or AOLvideo . http://www.theflip.com/index_flip.shtml 
Jing Project (Win . Mac) . currently a free set of software tools and online video hosting space . you can record images on a computer and record what you are doing on a computer as a video, then email it or upload it so others can view . http://www.jingproject.com/   

CamStudio (Win) . free open source screen recording software to record to an avi file any computer activity . http://camstudio.org/ 

SnapzProX (Mac) . extensive set of screen recording to video tools . http://www.ambrosiasw.com/utilities/snapzprox/ 
Camtasia (Win) . excellent set of screen recording to video tools with extensive choices for final video format . http://www.techsmith.com/
Internet Tools

Internet based tools provide a great starting point to design UDL in the classroom. For example, have you considered letting struggling readers search by images instead of text? Several search engines offer this feature. To help visually organize text, view the cached web pages. All the search terms will be highlighted. Add text to speech tools and students can hear the information on the web pages read aloud. The entire Internet becomes a talking book!

Google . be sure to look at the special search features, such as news.google.com and scholar.google.com . http://www.google.com/  

schoolr . one-stop shop for searches, thesaurus, translators, and conversion tools . http://www.schoolr.com/  

SCIRUS . searches only science articles and information . http://www.scirus.com/srsapp/  

netTrekker d.i. . a search engine with built-in text-to-speech and readability levels . http://ntdi.nettrekker.com/  

Script-O . a free online quiz making service . add text-to-speech tools and students will have audio support on their quiz along with audio support to check their responses . http://www.readingmatrix.com/quizmaker/index.php 
Read . Write . Think . online resource of highly interactive lessons and engaging student materials from the international reading association . http://www.readwritethink.org/ 

vRoom . a free distance learning tool that gives up to three users at a time interactive audio, video, virtual whiteboard, and application sharing . students can use a vRoom to collaborate on projects together . students who are homebound can use vRoom to “join” a classroom in real time . http://www.elluminate.com/vroom/ 

