Accommodations

Students with disabilities can use a variety of accommodations and assistive technology tools, depending on their challenge. Some have print disabilities and need text converted into digital format to be read aloud or altered in presentation. Some have fine and gross motor limitations and need alternate keyboards or switch access to control a computer. Others may have visual impairments and require screen readers or screen magnification.
Converting Print to Digital Formats

Kurzweil 3000 (Win . Mac) . a feature rich program that will scan printed text into the computer, retaining the original format and graphics, and then read the text aloud to the student . http://www.kurzweiledu.com/ 

Read and Write Gold (Win . Mac) . provides text-to-speech support across applications, scanning from printed to digital text, and study tools. http://www.texthelp.com/ 

Key to Access (Win) . a USB flash drive with accessibility software loaded so that it will run from the flash drive without having to install software . http://www.readingmadeez.com/KeyToAccess.php 
Alternate Computer Access

IntelliKeys (Win . Mac) . a popular alternative keyboard with a completely customizable surface . http://www.intellitools.com/  

FrogPad (Win . Mac) . a mobile one-handed keyboard . http://www.frogpad.com/  

ScanBuddy (Win) . provides complete computer control using single or dual switch systems . demo is available . http://www.ahf-net.com/Product%20List.htm  

Magnification / Screen Readers

BigShot & Zoomtext (Win) . magnification & screen reading tools . http://www.bigshotmagnifier.com/Products/index.cfm 
MAGic (Win) . magnification software . http://www.freedomscientific.com/fs_products/software_magic.asp  

JAWS (Win) . premiere screen reading software . http://www.freedomscientific.com/fs_products/software_jaws.asp 
Magnifiers.org . online resource for a wide variety of magnification tools and utilities . http://www.magnifiers.org/ 

Tip - Look in the system preferences on a Mac under Universal Access for the Zoom feature. Use this to quickly double the size of the text and graphics on a computer screen. Check the graphics card utilities on a Windows system for similar tools.

