FCAT Accommodations

Many students with disabilities benefit from accommodations in the classroom that they can continue to use when taking the FCAT.  Without accommodations those students’ FCAT scores reflect the impact of their disability rather than what they have learned or know. Here are some resources along with a few examples of allowable FCAT accommodations.
Resources

Accommodations: A Guide for Educators . 64 page ebook on accommodations in the classroom . any approved accommodations for the FCAT must also be a part of that student’s instruction so the classroom is the place to start . http://www.cpt.fsu.edu/ese/pdf/acom_edu.pdf  

FCAT Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: For Parents and Teachers . a basic guide and overview of allowable FCAT accommodations . http://www.fldoe.org/ese/fcat/fcat-tea.pdf  

The IEP Team’s Guide to FCAT Accommodations . an ebook on FCAT accommodations . http://www.fldoe.org/ese/pdf/fcatteam.pdf 
Presentation Accommodations

Presentation accommodations can include large print versions of the test, braille versions of the test, the use of color transparencies, altered spacing of items, visual navigation cues, tabbed pages, highlighter tape to assist in focus, verbal encouragement, and auditory accommodations such as reading or signing, except in the case of the reading assessment items.

Responding Accommodations

Responding accommodations can include written, signed, and verbal responses; special paper with raised or colored lines; dictation to a proctor; text-to-speech technology to indicate an answer; switch systems; alternative keyboards to generate letters or words; pointing devices; communication devices; abacus for students with visual impairments; and math grids.

Scheduling Accommodations

Scheduling accommodations can include the time of day a test is taken, break schedules, and extended time.

Setting Accommodations

Setting accommodations can include special lighting, adapted furniture, special acoustics, the use of an FM personal amplification system, noise buffers, reduction of distractors, increased or decreased opportunities for movement, and the administration of the test in a familiar setting.

Assistive Devices

Assistive devices allowed include alternate keyboards, adapted calculators (such as having large numbers or speech output), non-sentence based devices for oral or written responses, visual magnification devices, and auditory amplification.

Section 504 Implications

To ensure that all qualified students with disabilities in our public education system are provided necessary aids, services, or accommodations during the administration of a test, districts must ensure that students with disabilities who are not currently receiving special education services or who do not have a current IEP are considered for and, if appropriate, provided test accommodations. In this case, testing accommodations must be listed on the student’s 504 plan. (from FCAT Accommodations for Students with Disabilities)

For all students who request accommodations on the FCAT, those accommodations must be a part of that students’ curriculum and be noted on their IEP or 504 plan.

Check with you local FDLRS Center (www.fdlrs.com) for more information on accommodations for students with disabilities.

