Technofusion- Fusing Art, Science, Technology and Writing
An Exploration of Black Light and Neon Light


Lesson Plan 

SSS Benchmarks: LA.B, LA.C, LA.D, VA.C, VA.D

Technofusion: Fusing Writing, Art and Technology

Objective:  To use the properties of light to spark the writing of students.  

Activity 1 – KWL  Present students with an everyday light bulb and turn it on for them to view.  Have them tell everything they know about light and have them say words they associate with light.  Then have them tell all of the things that they are curious about in regards to light.

Activity 2 – Show them 2 other special kinds of light.  First show them a neon light and then show them a black light.  Do not light them at first.  Have them make observations about the two unlit light sources.  Place these observations on a Venn diagram.  Turn out the light and light them. Continue having them make observations about the two light sources.  Encourage students to name things that are the same and different.

Activity 3 – Put the students into three groups. Each group will study their type of light.  They will answer questions about their light and use the answers to write a group paragraph.  Have one group write about the black light, one group write about the  neon light and have the third group write about the things that are the same between them.   The groups will be called together and they will write a three paragraph essay about light.
Activity 4- Using the words and what they have learned they will pick from a variety of poetry types and write a poem about neon or black light.  

Activity 5 – Neon and Black Light Art  Using various materials, students will create art that reacts to black light or is neon-like.  

Neon Play-Dough

Painting with Glow in the Dark Paint

Glow in the Dark Beads

Glow Math

Activity 6 – Each group will plan a presentation teaching about their light.  If possible, guide them to use Power Point and utilize web-sites shared in this presentation.  With older students, show them how to embed a hyperlink. 
Activity 7 – Using the light sensitive items in the tool box, create a character that you can write a story about.  Create a setting for your character and decide what the conflict will be of your story. (Man vs. man, Man vs. animal, Man vs. machine, Man vs. himself) Create a character that requires the use of black light or neon light.  Create a story about your character.  Use your imagination and be sure to use words from your Appetizer list.

