Student Work Sample

Persuasion 1

Slots are right because they lower taxes, allow more jobs and more money.

The government gets more money because Maryland gives 400 million dollars a year to Delaware witch has slots.  The money can get rid of portables.  The schools system in each state needs a billion dollars a year and we don’t have that.  Marylanders go to other states to gamble.  Maryland can get 1 billion dollars a year.

It will lower taxes because when the government gets more money they do not need as much.  Parents will be happier because they can spend more money on their children.  If you are declaring bankrupce you will get out because taxes are lower.

There will be less poor people because  there will be more job available like security guards, and managers and more. Also if you are poor and you bet a little amount of money you will win more than you started with.  More people could have somewhere to live.

Maryland will be the richest state.  Schools will be good and everybody will be driving Mercedes.  That what will happen.
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Persuasion 2

SHOULD THE LEGAL DRIVING AGE BE RAISED TO EIGHTEEN?


I believe that by raising the minimum driving age to eighteen, thousands of lives would be saved.  Statistics show that one in five 16-year olds crash within their first year of driving and 77% of these crashes were caused by driving mistakes.
  Research by auto safety experts and new brain research by scientists at the National Institutes of Health have shown that 16-year olds are too immature to handle today’s car and roadway risks.
  I think if the minimum legal driving age was raised, thousands of lives would be saved.


First, crash statistics has shown that 16-year olds are too inexperienced and do not have proper control over risk-taking in terms of judgment and decision-making.  In 2003, 16-year olds across the U.S. suffered 937 fatal crashes, the most of any age group.
  In many States, including Maryland, 16-year olds are allowed to get a provisional license after just a few months of driving practice.
  A provisional license allows teens to drive alone, but only during certain hours.  Most of these fatal accidents were caused by the 16-year olds making driving errors, exceeding the speed limit, and/or rolling their vehicles.
  This proves that 16-year olds need to have more driving experience before going out on the road alone or with friends. People involved with the issue also think that teens need to have more familiarity with driving before going out on the road.  Pam Miller, Executive Director for the Institute for Highway Safety, states “We want parents and teens to understand the responsibilities involved with driving, and put some proven restraints on new drivers that will help cut down on negligent driving.”
 Sixteen year-olds, who have been driving only a few months, simply do not have enough experience to safely drive on many of today’s roads.


The second reason the minimum legal driving age should be raised to 18 is because it has been shown in a study at the National Institutes of Health that the dorsal lateral prefrontal cortex, the judgment center of the brain, is not completely developed at age 16.  The dorsal lateral prefrontal cortex is considered the judgment center of the brain because it “[w]eighs risks and controls impulse behavior,” which means it controls one’s actions.
  In sixteen-year olds, as their bodies become more adult like, hormones produced by their body fire up the part of the brain that responds to pleasure, known as the limbic system, firing up their emotional responses.  Those emotions make it hard for sixteen year-olds to quickly form wise judgments, the kind drivers make every day.  It is the part of their brain that warns of the negative consequences of their actions that fails to tolerably respond. Therefore, sixteen-year olds are more likely to speed, rollover or hit another car than older drivers. The dorsal lateral prefrontal cortex develops quickly after age 16, which is why the dorsal lateral prefrontal cortex in an 18 year old is much more developed than in a 16-year old.  “The brain is changing a lot longer than we think,” says Jay Giedd, chief of brain imaging in the child psychiatric unit at the National Institutes of Health.
Clearly, this brain research suggests that a new 17 or 18-year old driver is safer than a new 16-year old driver. This study clearly shows that 16-year olds as a group do not have the judgment necessary to drive a car with no supervision.


The third reason the minimum legal driving age should be raised to 18 is that 16-year-old drivers are distracted too easily. Forty percent of 16-year-old drivers involved in deadly single-vehicle in 2003 had one or more teen passengers. A 16-year-olds’ risk of dying nearly doubles with one male passenger, the insurance institute says. It more than quadruples with two or more young men in the car. 
 Since there is no easy way to stop a 16-year-old from giving rides to friends, the minimum legal driving age should be raised so drivers are more mature and drivers are less likely to be distracted by others.


The fourth reason the minimum legal driving age should be raised to 18 is that 16 year-olds are in the age group most likely to drive unsuitable cars. 
 When combined with their driving inexperience, it is a deadly combination.  Statistics from State Farm Insurance show that more than one-third of teens listed as primary drivers are insured to drive less protective subcompact and compact cars.  Nearly another third are the principal drivers of SUVs and pickups and nearly 50% of teens drive vehicles that are at least 10 years old, which typically lack the best safety features, such as anti-lock breaking systems, side curtain airbags, and traction/stability control. 
  Subcompact cars have almost four times the number of fatalities per billion miles as large 4-door cars. 
 SUVs are more prone to rollover, and about 30% of 16-year old accidents involve rollovers. 
  When driving SUVs, young drivers tend to overcorrect when steering, often causing their vehicles to rollover.  Also, the higher center of gravity in SUVs makes the cars more prone to rollover. 
 Since Americans are not likely to agree to a law restricting the types of automobiles they can buy, the minimum driving age should be raised to prevent inexperienced 16 year-old drivers from driving older, less protective cars, or dangerous SUVs or pickups.


The fifth and perhaps most important reason for increasing the minimum legal driving age to 18 is that it has been proven to save lives. In New Jersey, you must be at least 17 to get a provisional license, which allows you drive unsupervised, but only during certain hours and includes passenger restrictions.  While a 16-year old can gets a learner’s permit, he/she has to wait up to a full year to drive unsupervised.  “If you look at how many 16-year-olds are getting into crashes in New Jersey as opposed to other places, that’s much, much lower,” says Sue Ferguson, a researcher with the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. 
  Statistics show that in New Jersey, fatalities for drivers age 16-19 per 100,000 licensed drivers in 2003 were 39.5, one of the lowest rates in the nation. 
  Clearly, limiting unsupervised driving by 16-year olds works and other States should follow New Jersey’s example and raise the minimum legal driving age.  


In conclusion, the minimum legal driving age should be raised to 18.  Based on research and accident statistics, a 16 year-old is too inexperienced to drive a car unsupervised. Medical research has shown that the judgment center of their brain is not fully developed and that causes them to be distracted more easily than others. Furthermore, the cars most 16 year olds drive are older, smaller, and don’t have the safety devices found in newer models or are SUVs or pickups which are more prone to rollover. Finally, raising the age to get a provisional license has proven to save lives in other states, such as New Jersey. The minimum legal driving age should be raised, and thousands of lives would be saved!                        
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Persuasion 3

Organic Food; It’s Better in Many Ways

It’s everywhere, even many major food companies like Dole have started using organic fruits and vegetables in their products.
  Farmers and smaller food producers are marketing organic produce.  But why are they changing to the organic method?  They have all made the decision that organic foods are a better choice for a healthy diet, and good business too.  Now it’s your turn to make the organic decision.


There are many definitions for “organic” food.  Everyone seems to agree, however, that the main characteristic of organic produce is that pesticides are not used in production.
  Organic food is food grown without the use of manufactured pesticides, herbicides and minerals or synthetic materials.
  Organic food is a natural method of food production.


Did you know that organic foods are better for you?  Studies show that organic food can have more antioxidants.
  On average, organic food contains higher levels of vitamin C and minerals, such as calcium.
  Similarly, the free-range chicken and egg producing method adds more vitamins and minerals to the eggs.
  Specifically, the eggs have 30 percent more vitamin E, 50 percent more folic acid, 30 percent more B12, and more antioxidant carotenes than regular factory eggs.  But not only is organic food better for you . . . 

. . . It’s also healthier for your body.  When pesticides are used during agricultural production, the chemicals sometimes leave residues that can severely harm people.  Pesticide residues can cause cancer, birth defects, and other illnesses.  In fact, the United States government has ranked pesticide residue as one of the top three environmental risks.  A study of two to four year olds in Seattle, Washington, found that kids eating non-organic food had pesticide residues in their bodies up to six times higher than kids eating organically-produced food.  Lastly, non-organic products contain certain food additives that can lead to health problems such as heart disease, osteoporosis, migraines, and hyper-activity.  You can improve your health by eating organic food.


Organic farming is good for the environment, too.  The chemicals in pesticides are harmful to animals, not only humans.  When animals ingest plants treated with pesticides, they also can get sick and die.  It’s not just the pesticides themselves either.  For example, one of the waste products from manufacturing some pesticides is dioxin, which is toxic and ends up in the fat of animals.  This results in substantial disruption to our food chain.  Organic farming, on the other hand, allows food to be grown in a natural way, keeping the environment safe for all of us.


Generally, organic food costs more to buy than conventional produce.  In fact, organic food can cost 20 percent more.  But why does organic food have to be more expensive?  First, the organic method is more labor-intensive because no broad application of synthetic materials is used to control pests.  Also, organic produce often provide smaller crop yields.  Lastly, only four percent of American farmers use the organic farming method.  This represents just two percent of total food production in the United States.  The demand for organic produce has simply not kept pace with the supply, causing higher prices.  Despite market costs, organic food continues to increase in popularity.  With this popularity should come lower prices.


Organic farming and organic food consumption should be encouraged in the United States.  It is healthier, safer, and better for our environment.  We should all be choosing to “go” organic for a healthier society and a better world.
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Informational 1
Apache Indians
Apache Indians call themselves Inde or Nide, the people.  They celebrate the first haircut of children.  The name comes from azury a word which means enemy.  The apache Indians are split into six sub tribes. Apache Indians call themselves an independent tribe. They were the first Americans. They settled in three desert regions in the far south.  The Apache Indians belong to the southern branch, the athbasacan group.

Can you imagine eating bear for breakfast and lunch?  In the past, the Apache people ate bear, fish, turkeys, rice and beans.  Bears live in the woods and eat fish.  Fish live in the woods and eat other fish.  Turkeys live in the grass and eat fish.  Beans and rice were good and healthy for the Apache people.  Indian people loved to eat birds, too.  It is very tasty food.  The Apache Indian foods were interesting.

The first Apache warchief was Geronimo. Geronimo was a fierce fighter and master of survival in the wilderness.  Geronimo was born in 1829.
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