
FCAT Sample Test Materials 
These sample test materials are designed to help you prepare to answer FCAT 
questions. These materials introduce you to the kinds of questions you will answer 
when you take FCAT and include hints for responding to the different kinds of 
questions. The FCAT reading sample test materials for Grade 10 are composed of the 
books described below: 

✓	 Sample Test and Answer Book 
Includes sample reading passages, a sample test, a sample answer book, and 
instructions for completing the sample test. (Copies are available for all students 
in the tested grade.) 

Sample Answer Key 
Includes answers and explanations for the questions in the sample test. (Copies 
are available for classroom teachers only.) 

✓= This book 

Every effort has been made to trace the ownership of all copyrighted material and to secure the necessary permissions to 
reprint selections. In the event of any question arising from the use of any material, the publisher expresses regret for any 
inadvertent error and will make the necessary correction(s) in future printings. 
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System of Public Education as defined in Section 228.041(1), Florida Statutes. The copyright notice at the bottom of this 
page must be included in all copies. 

All brand and product names found in this publication are the trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective 
companies and are not associated with the publisher of this publication. 

Permission is NOT granted for distribution or reproduction outside of the State System of Public Education or for 
commercial distribution of the copyrighted materials without written authorization from the Department of Education. 
Questions regarding use of these copyrighted materials should be sent to the following: 

The Administrator

Assessment and Evaluation Services


Florida Department of Education

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400


Copyright © 2000

State of Florida


Department of State




Hints for Taking the FCAT Reading Test 
Here are some hints to help you do your best when you take the FCAT reading test. Keep these 
hints in mind when you answer the sample questions. 

✓ Learn how to answer each kind of question. FCAT reading tests have three types 
of questions: multiple-choice, short-response, and extended-response. 

✓ Read the directions carefully. Ask your teacher to explain any directions you do 
not understand. 

✓ Read the passages and questions very carefully. You may look back at a passage 
as often as you like. 

✓ Answer the questions you are sure about first. If a question seems too difficult, 
skip it and go back to it later. 

✓ Be sure to fill in the answer bubbles correctly. Do not make any stray marks 
around answer spaces. 

✓ Think positively. Some questions may seem hard, but others will be easy. 

✓ Check each answer to make sure it is the best answer for the question asked. 

✓ Relax. Some people get nervous about tests. It’s natural. Just do your best. 



How to Answer the “Read, Think, and Explain” Questions 
Answers to the short- and extended-response questions can receive full or partial credit. You should 
try to answer these questions even if you are not sure of the correct answer. If a portion of the 
answer is correct, you will get a portion of the points. 

•	 Allow about 5 minutes to answer the short “Read, Think, and Explain” questions 
and about 10 to 15 minutes to answer the long ones. 

• Read the question carefully. 

• If you do not understand the question, go back and review the passage. 

• Think carefully and organize your thoughts before starting to write the answers. 

• Write your answer on the lines provided in the Answer Book. 

• Remember to include details and information from the passage in your answer. 

• Use clear, concise language to explain your answer. 

• Be sure to answer every part of the question. 

• Reread the answer to make sure it says what you want it to say. 

Directions for Taking the Reading Sample Test 
This book contains four reading passages, 14 sample questions, and a Sample Answer Book. 
It should take about 30 to 45 minutes to read the passages and answer all the questions. You 
will mark your answers in the Sample Answer Book which begins on page 13. If you don’t 
understand a question, just ask your teacher to explain it to you. Your teacher has the answers 
to the sample test questions. 

Before you begin, remove the Sample Answer Book by tearing along the dotted line. 



Sample

Test Book


SAMPLE 1010 

Table of Contents


The Tree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 2 

No Opportunity Gets Eclipsed!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 6 

Get Serious! Eclipse Research  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 7 

Measuring the Sun’s Diameter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 8 

After you have read each passage, read the questions and then answer them in the Sample 
Answer Book. 

This symbol appears next to questions that require short written answers. 
Use about 5 minutes to answer each of these questions. 

A complete and correct answer to each of these questions is worth 2 points. 
A partially correct answer is worth 1 point. 

This symbol appears next to questions that require longer written answers. 
Use about 10 to 15 minutes to answer each of these questions. 

A complete and correct answer to each of these questions is worth 4 points. 
A partially correct answer is worth 1, 2, or 3 points. 

READ 
THINK 
EXPLAIN 

READ 
THINK 
EXPLAIN 
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SAMPLE 1010 
Read the story “The Tree” before answering Numbers 1 through 7 in the Sample Answer Book. 

Page 2
 Go On 



SAMPLE 1010 

“The Tree,” by Linda Marasco, from Literary Cavalcade, Vol. 45, No. 6, March 1993. Copyright © 1993 by Scholastic, Inc. Used by permission. 
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The Tree

SAMPLE 1010 

Turn to page 14 in the Sample Answer Book. Answer Numbers 1 through 7. Base your 
answers on the story “The Tree.” 

●1 What is the main idea of this story? 

A. In this family, the needs of each individual come first.


B. In this family, conflicts are resolved through compromise.


C. The problems of this family are best solved at supper time.


D. The children in this family pull together when they feel they should.


●2 How do the comments of the mother contribute to the outcome of the story? 

F. The mother diverts a family crisis with her humorous comments.


G. The father decides to plant the tree by himself because of her comments.


H. Her comments about the children when they were young make them feel good.


I.	 Her comments about the tree’s history help the children understand its 
importance. 

●3 What is the author’s purpose in writing this autobiographical story? 

A. to persuade people to take care of trees


B. to portray how family members relate to each other


C. to encourage teenagers to help their parents more often


D. to convince parents that children should make more decisions


READ 
THINK 
EXPLAIN 

At the beginning of the story, the father speaks in an “authoritative voice” to tell●4 
his four children they will move the tree from the back yard on the following 
Saturday. Are the father’s “voice” and actions authoritative throughout the story? 
Use details and information from the story to explain your answer. 
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FCAT Reading

SAMPLE 1010 

●5 Choose the statement that best expresses the author’s point of view. 

F. Relationships in a family are never predictable.


G. A tree will grow if it receives a family’s attention.


H. Family interactions are motivated by complex feelings.


I. Teenagers in a family have different ways of expressing love. 

●6 Why does Diane say, “Oh, that Joanne!” when her sister turns and looks at her? 

A. She wants to tell her family about Joanne.


B. She realizes her sister wants to cover up a lie.


C. She wants to please her family by saying the right thing. 

D. She realizes her sister is talking about a different Joanne. 

What is the main problem and the resolution in the story? Use details and●7 
information from the story to explain your answer. 

READ 
THINK 
EXPLAIN 
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SAMPLE 1010 
Read the articles “No Opportunity Gets Eclipsed!” and “Get Serious! Eclipse Research” 
and “Measuring the Sun’s Diameter” before answering Numbers 8 through 14 in the 
Sample Answer Book. 
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Page 7 

SAMPLE 1010 

Go On 



SAMPLE 1010 

“No Opportunity Gets Eclipsed!” by Michael Carroll from Odyssey’s September 1996 issue: “Eclipse!”, text copyright © 1996 by Cobblestone

Publishing Company, 7 School St., Peterborough, NH 03458, photographs of the sun copyright © 1991 by Dennis di Cicco. Reprinted by permission

of the publisher and Mr. di Cicco.


“Get serious! Eclipse Research” by Martin Ratcliffe from Odyssey’s September 1996 issue: “Eclipse!”, © 1996 by Cobblestone Publishing

Company, 7 School St., Peterborough, NH 03458. Text reprinted by permission of the publisher. Photograph copyright © 1995 by Professor Jay M.

Pasachoff, Williams College. Photo reprinted by permission.


“Measuring the Sun’s Diameter” by Martin Ratcliffe from Odyssey’s September 1996 issue: “Eclipse!”, © 1996 by Cobblestone Publishing

Company, 7 School St., Peterborough, NH 03458. Reprinted by permission of the publisher. Photograph of school children viewing sun during

eclipse copyright © 1983 by John H. Parkinson. Reprinted by permission.
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SAMPLE 1010 
No Opportunity Gets Eclipsed!, Get Serious! Eclipse Research, and Measuring the Sun’s Diameter


Turn to page 16 in the Sample Answer Book. Answer Numbers 8 through 14. Base your 
answers on the articles “No Opportunity Gets Eclipsed!” and “Get Serious! Eclipse Research” 
and “Measuring the Sun’s Diameter.” 

●8 What do these articles show about conducting eclipse research? 

F. Eclipses were studied in 1991, 1995, and again in 1999.


G. Eclipses offer important opportunities for scientific investigation.


H. Scientists can confirm the existence of gravity on the sun only during an eclipse.


I.	 Scientists can learn about different wavelengths of light on the sun only during an 
eclipse. 

●9 According to these articles, which statement is most accurate? 

A. Scientists studying eclipses photograph the streamers extending from the corona. 

B.	 Scientists studying eclipses gain a better understanding of the sun’s effects on the 
Earth. 

C.	 Scientists study eclipses to help measure the extreme temperatures found in solar 
winds. 

D.	 Scientists study eclipses to complete the scientific record begun by John Parkinson 
in 1715. 

●10 Scientists take advantage of eclipses to see objects close to the sun because at other times 

F. such objects are farther from the Earth.


G. there is not enough sunlight to see such objects.


H. the brightness of the sun makes such objects hard to see.


I. such objects cannot be seen because they are on the far side of the sun. 
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SAMPLE 1010 
FCAT Reading


●11	 What do astronomers hope to understand by studying Kevin Reardon’s and David 
Slater’s images of plumes from the sun? 

A. the corona


B. the solar wind


C. the 1995 eclipse


D. the Soft X-ray Telescope


12 Compare John Parkinson’s research methods and goals to Kevin Reardon’s.● 
Support your answer with details and information from the articles. 

●13	 How does the Earth’s atmosphere affect the appearance of the sun’s corona during a solar 
eclipse? 

F. The corona appears distorted. 

G. The corona appears weakened. 

H. The corona appears magnified. 

I. The corona appears intensified. 

14 READ 
THINK 
EXPLAIN 

You have decided to observe the next solar eclipse. What kind of preparation● 
would you need to make? Support your response with details and information 
from the articles. 

READ 
THINK 
EXPLAIN 
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STOP 

This is the end of the Reading Sample Test. 
Until time is called, go back and check your work or answer questions you did not 

complete. When you have finished, close your Reading Sample Test Book and Sample 
Answer Book. 
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Reading

Sample


Answer Book


SAMPLE 1010 

Answer all the questions that appear in the Sample Test in this answer book. Answer 
multiple-choice questions by filling in the bubble for the answer you select. Write your answers 
to “Read, Think, and Explain” questions on the lines provided. 

To remove your Sample Answer Book, carefully tear along the dotted line. 
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SAMPLE 1010 
Reading Answer Book


●1 A B C D 2 F G H I 3 A B C D
� � � � ● � � � � ● � � � �

●4 

READ 
THINK 
EXPLAIN 

●5 F G H I 6 A B C D
� � � � ● � � � �
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Reading Answer Book

SAMPLE 1010 

●7 

EXPLAIN 
THINK 
READ 

Now turn to page 6 in your Reading Sample Test. 
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SAMPLE 1010 
Reading Answer Book


●8 F G H I 9 A B C D 10 F G H I
� � � � ● � � � � ● � � � � 

●11 A B C D� � � �

●12 

EXPLAIN 
THINK 
READ 

●13 F G H I
� � � �
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Reading Answer Book

SAMPLE 1010 

●14 

READ 
THINK 
EXPLAIN 

This is the end of the Reading Answer Book. 
Until time is called, go back and check your work or answer questions you did not 

complete. When you have finished, close your test book and answer book. 

STOP 
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